SCATTERING OF ASHES

with a Celtic touch

Creator and lover of souls, 

you uphold us in life and sustain us in death.

Here these words of assurance from the first Letter of Peter:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled and unfading, kept in heaven for you.  1 Peter 1:3-4. 

Eternal Friend, Creator of life and conqueror of death, we are in your presence now, in this holy place.

Risen Christ, you stand beside us; you are always with us, to comfort and give us strength.

You were raised from death a mighty Saviour 

who, like our dawns, shines on those who dwell in the shadow of death. 

We thank you for …  for her/his unique presence and gifts, contradictions and qualities …
Renew in us gratitude for those from whom we come, whom we have loved, whose memory we shall treasure
For it was you who gave them their being. 

As the sun rises in the east so they arose out of your love.

Even if memory dims, this also we shall know: 

That as the sun goes to its rest so s/he rests in you. 

The Lord’s Prayer

A Bible reading
The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor. So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. So it is written: “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit... The first person was of the dust of the earth; the second is of heaven. As was the earthly person, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the heavenly person, so also are those who are of heaven. And just as we have borne the image of the earthly person, so shall we bear the image of the heavenly person.  1Corinthians 15: 41-49. 
We have commended N… to God’s eternal love and committed her/his body to be cremated.

We now scatter her/his ashes in this holy place, this place of resurrection, in sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Silence for reflection

Scattering
The ashes are scattered

The seed is Christ’s, the granary is Christ’s. 

In the granary of God may we be gathered. 

The sea is Christ’s, the fishes are Christ’s. 

In the nets of God may we all meet. 

Closing 

Since it was you, O Christ, who bought each soul 

at the time it came into the world, 

at the time it breathed its last breath, 

may your peace be on your ingathering of souls. 

Jesus Christ, Son of gentle Mary, 

your peace be upon your own ingathering. 

